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Legislative Affairs Update:  September 2020  
By: CDR Linc Smith, USNR (Ret) - Legislative Affairs Committee Chair 

As we approach Fall 2020, HRCMOAA Legislative Affairs remains haze gray 
and  underway. This update presents four sections. First, a snapshot of how 
COVID 19 has  affected the United States Congress. Second, spotlight on the 
National Defense Authorization Act 2021. Third, brief summary of an other-
wise productive Zoom Meeting Session with Senator Mark Warner (D VA) 
during Summer Storming 2020. Finally, a summary of the MOAA Guidance 
on Partisan Political Activities. 
 
COVID 19 
 
To varying degrees the COVID 19 Pandemic has affected both our profession-
al  and personal lives, with the 116th Congress being no exception. After 
months of delay,  the Senate returned in May, with the House side continuing 
to abstain. As of this writing, both chambers are in session. This noted, a num-
ber of lawmakers have been infected with COVID 19, with dozens more on 
congressional staffs testing positive. 
 
The Coronavirus Crisis Special Series article from National Public Radio enti-
tled,  “How The Coronavirus Has Affected Individual Members Of Con-
gress,” reports ten  Senators and 54 Representatives testing or presumed posi-
tive for COVID 19. One  member of our Virginia delegation was among those 
positive: Representative Don  Beyer (VA 8th). 
 
 
 

 

NEVER STOP 
 SERVING 

Hampton Roads Chapter, Military 
Officers Association of America SEE LEGISLATIVE  CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 
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For the position of 2nd Vice President to serve January 2021 – 
December 2022: Captain Andy Baan, USN (Ret.) 
 
For the position of Director to serve January 2021 – December 
2022: CDR Bob Armour, USN (Ret.) 
 
To approve the extension of all other incumbents whose term 
ends December 2020 for one additional year to serve through 
December 2021. 
 
The ballot will be provided via email to all members in good 
standing with a request to return the ballot via email to the chair of 
this year’s nominating committee, MG John McLaren.  More in-
formation will be provided directly to the chapter membership in 
the coming weeks. 
 
Thank you for your support of our chapter.  I look forward to see-
ing everyone again when it is safe for us to get back on schedule 
with our luncheons and other events and activities.  I hope you and 
your family remain safe and healthy in these unusual and chal-
lenging times and if there is anything your HRCMOAA chapter 
can do to help you or your family, please don’t hesitate to let me 
know. 
 
 
Never stop serving! 

Sincerely, Loren Heckelman 

Reminder —Time to renew Chapter 
Dues 
 

If you haven’t renewed your dues for 2019, please remember 
that they expired on 31 December 2019. 
 
Dues for 2020 remain unchanged from last year: 
 
 $20.00 for Regular Members ($35 for 2-yr, $45 for 3-yr) 
 $10.00 for Surviving Spouse ($17 for 2-yr, $23 for 3-yr) 
 
Dues are payable by: 
 
 Completing and mailing the form on Page 11, with pay-

ment, or 
 Including payment with your February luncheon pay-

ment, or 
 Visiting the MOAA website 

 https://chapterdues.moaa.org/Membership.aspx 

PRESIDENT FROM PAGE 3 

https://chapterdues.moaa.org/Membership.aspx
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 HRCMOAA DIRECTORY  

PRESIDENT:  646-6448 
CAPT Loren Heckelman, USN (ret) 

FIRST VP:  482-1995 
 CDR Bert Ortiz, USN (ret) 

SECOND VP: 426-1131   
 Bob Armour, CDR, USN (ret) 

SECRETARY:  910-554-8575  
LtCol Matt Dumenigo, USMC 

TREASURER:  233-7218 
 CAPT Doug Williams, USN (ret) 

PAST PRESIDENT:  495-3611 
 MG John McLaren, USA (ret) 

 COMMITTEES  

PROGRAMS:  482-1995 
 CDR Bert Ortiz, USN (ret) 

VCOC REP: 237-3611 
 MG John McLaren, USA (ret) 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS: 406-2949 
 CDR Linc Smith, USN (ret) 

PERSONAL AFFAIRS 
 COL James Edge, USA (ret) 

MEMBERSHIP: 650-1086  
Col Larry King, USMC (ret) 

EDITOR/PUBLICITY: 618-6945 
 LCDR Aaron Zielinski, USN (fmr) 

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS:  689-8988  
 CDR John Uhrin, USN (ret) 

INFO SYSTEMS: 490-5792 
 Maj Clifton G. Furedy, USAF (ret)  

WEBMASTER: 490-5792 
 Maj Clifton G. Furedy, USAF (ret) 

TRANSITION LIAISON:  646-6448 
 CAPT Loren Heckelman, USN (ret) 

ACTIVE DUTY LIAISON:  760-213-0936  
LtCol Adam Winslow, USMC 

ID CARD NOTIFICATION: 427-2066 
CAPT Jim Daniels, USN (ret) 

2nd DIST CONGRESS LIAISON: 434-5823 
CAPT Chris Vatidis, USN (ret) 

SURVIVING SPOUSES  LIAISON:  576-1114 
Barbara Smith 

4th DIST CONGRESS LIAISON:  406-2949 
CDR Linc Smith, USN (ret) 

DIRECTORS 

MG John McLaren, USA (ret) Col Larry King “Live”, USMC (ret) COL James Edge, USA (ret) 

CAPT Mike "Breeze" Barea, USN (ret) LCDR Jeff Barrett, USN (ret) CDR John Uhrin, USN (ret) 

  Barbara Smith 

President ’s Message 
 
Fellow Officers and Spouses, 

Keeping our chapter members safe as the COVID 19 pandemic continues, remains our top prior-
ity.  Our normal luncheon venue has not reopened for events with outside groups so we are not 
able to resume our calendar of monthly meetings/luncheons.  Longtime members will recall that 
the November luncheon is usually our annual meeting of the membership and includes an elec-
tion for those board positions where the incumbent’s term is up.  This year we will hold our elec-
tion virtually with the assistance of our chapter webmaster, Clif Furedy. 
 
There will be an unusual item on the ballot for voting as a result of the impact of COVID on this 
year’s schedule of events and activities.  Your board voted to include an item on the ballot that 
would extend in place for one year all current board members whose term would normally be up 
at the end of this calendar year.  Those positions and the incumbents include:  President – Loren 
Heckelman, 1st Vice President – Bert Ortiz, Treasurer – Doug Williams, Past President – John 
McLaren, Director – Jeff Barrett, Director – Larry King and Director – Jim Edge. 
 
The board has a vacancy in the 2nd Vice President position for 2021 due to Bob Armour agreeing 

to take over the Community Affairs Committee chairmanship.  That would also make him available to be on the slate for our 
vacant Director position.  Retired Navy Captain Andy Baan has graciously agreed to be on the slate for the position of 2nd Vice 
President. 
 
Chapter by-laws require that the chapter membership be advised one month in advance of the slate that will be up for election at 
the annual meeting.  Additional nominations may be submitted and should be emailed to MG John McLaren 
(johnpmclaren@yahoo.com) no later than November 11, 2020 to be included in the ballot for the election.  The current slate / 
ballot pending any additional nominations will have three items for members in good standing to vote on and currently looks 
like this: 

 
 
 
 

SEE PRESIDENT CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
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SEE LEGISLATIVE CONTINUED ON PAGE 9 

Community Affairs - Hampton Roads Chapter ROTC Scholarship Fund 
CDR Bob Armour, USN (ret) 
 
This past year, several of your HRCMOAA board members met with Ms. Andrea Rand, the director of the MOAA 
Scholarship program to request some changes to how scholarships in our chapter name were being awarded.  As a re-
sult of our suggestions and input, the MOAA Scholarship Fund Board has agreed to make several important changes. 
Beginning with the 2020-2021 school year, the MOAA Scholarship Fund Board will give preference in awarding 
scholarships and grants to children with HRCMOAA chapter member parents.  While not guaranteed to go to the 
child of a chapter member, those children applying for MOAA scholarships with a parent who is a chapter member 
will receive favorable consideration and the review board will give preference in awarding scholarships to those chil-
dren. Regardless of whether the student’s parent is a chapter member or not, students selected for MOAA scholarships 
in the chapter name will always be from the area represented by our Hampton Roads Chapter. Below is the status of 
our chapter scholarship fund both for this year and overall for the 5-year goal. 

Thank you to all that have contributed and hope you will all continue to contribute in 2020 and beyond. The following 
is a breakdown of the chapter members who have contributed to the scholarship fund this year. New contributions are 
shown in blue. 

There are three ways of donating.  All donations are tax deductible since the MOAA Scholarship Fund is a qualified 
IRS 501(C)(3). 

 

As of 9/7/2020 

Total Goal $25,000 $13,368 53% 
Need by 

12/31/2022 
$11,632 

Annual Goal $5,000 $3,368 67% 
Need by 

12/31/2020 
$1,632 

2020 Contributions 

PLATINUM - $500 and above 

CDR Roberto S. Ortiz, USN (Ret.)          CAPT Douglas B. Williams, USN (Ret.) 

GOLD - $250 to $499 

CAPT Loren V. Heckelman USN (Ret.)    
COL Jack Hilgers USMC (Ret.) 

COL Merlin V. Statzer USMC (Ret.) 
LCDR Aaron J. Zielinski USN (Former) 

SILVER - $100 to $249 

CAPT Derek T. Anderson, USN (Ret.)                CDR Carl A. Thoren USN (Ret.) 
  

Bronze Under $100 

CAPT Joan Canter, USAF (FMR) 
CDR James M. Brunson, USN 

CAPT Cynthia B. Piccirilli, USN (Ret.) 

SEE SCHOLARSHIP CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 
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NDAA 2021 
 
The purpose of NDAA 2021 is, “To authorize appropriations for fiscal year 2021  for military activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and for defense activities of the Department of Energy, to prescribe military personnel 
strengths  for such fiscal year, and for other purposes.” To the NDAA 2021 vote in the Congress,  the Senate passed S.4049 by a 
vote of 86-14, with the House passing S.4049 by a  vote of 295-125. Both packages permit $740.5 billion in defense spending. 
HASC  Chairman Rep. Adam Smith (D-Wash.). HASC Chairman Rep. Adam Smith (D-Wash)  said, “The bill we passed … 
supports our troops, reflects our values, and provides for a  strong national defense.”  
 
Keep in mind that the federal budget process is of two stages: appropriations  and authorizations. NDAA 2021 is an authoriza-
tion bill, directing how federal funds are  utilized. Aforementioned noted, the NDAA 2021 is reported unlikely to advance until 
after the Presidential Election in November. View the United States Senate Press Re lease, NDAA 2021 at: NDAA 2021 (https://
www.armed-services.senate.gov/press-releases/inhofe-reed-praise-senate-passage-of-national-defense-authorization-act-of-fiscal
-year-2021)  

Congress is aiming to forward a final NDAA 2021 package to the White House by year  end, stay tuned for further update.   

Summer Storming 2020 
 
To Summer Storming 2020, a Virginia Council of Chapters Zoom Session with  U.S. Senator Mark Warner (D-VA) was held 
on 19 August 2020. The meeting included  advocacy for the top MOAA Legislative Priorities 2020, as follows: 

 Halt to proposed military medical capacity reductions and restructure. 

 Major Richard Star Act, Concurrent Receipt, which Senator Warner now supports.  

Pictured to the left are VCOC Members with Senator Warner during a 
virtual chat session online. This session marks VCOC achieving the 
goal of storming with both Virginia Senators prior to Conference on 
NDAA 2021.   

MOAA Non Partisan Policy   

With MOAA exempt from federal taxation under Sec. 501(c)(19) of the 
Internal  Revenue Code, MOAA and affiliates must avoid engaging in 
partisan political activities. IRS rules dictate that MOAA is prohibited 
from participating, either indirectly or directly,  in political campaigning. 
In turn, MOAA is prohibited from advocating for any political  party, be 
it orally or in writing.   

MOAA leaders have the responsibility to separate their personal politi-
cal views  from statements attributed to MOAA or its affiliates. Parti-
san political support of one  
party or candidate by a MOAA leader undermines MOAA’s ability to 

gain bipartisan  consensus on key issues intrinsic to achievement of legislative objectives. Commingling of personal views 
with MOAA is not only a violation of a MOAA leader’s fiduciary  duty to MOAA, but a leadership and ethical failure. 
 
Consequences for violation of the MOAA Non Partisan policy can be strict, to  include loss of tax exempt status and imposi-
tion of certain excise taxes. 
 
 
 
 
 

SEE LEGISLATIVE CONTINUED ON PAGE 11 

LEGISLATIVE FROM PAGE 1 
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 NAVY PLATE VIRGINIA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANSWERS TO FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
Cost and Revenue Share: The Navy plate is a revenue share 
with Navy and Marine Corps Relief Society. NMCRS 
will receive $15 annually for every plate sold (after 1,000 ini-
tial sales), tax deductible as a charitable contribution. 
 
1. Annual plate fee is $25 for standard series, will start at 
1001XX (series letters TBD) 
2. Annual plate fee is $35 for personalized plates and must 
comply with DMV content rules. 
3. Motorcycles, veteran-owned business vehicles, disabled 
plates are included. 
4. For Virginia, plate purchase is separate from registration 
renewal (decals). New plates may be purchased at any time for 
a registered vehicle. You may preorder this plate immediately, 
please do not wait for registration renewal to be due. 
 
Plate development: The entire process takes up to nine 
months. Once the Governor signs the bill and DMV receives 
the 450 preorder applications and payment, the plate develop-
ment process will begin.  As a courtesy, the vehicle registra-
tion will be renewed if it is within two months of expiration 
and DMV will bill for payment. Also, applicants with a multi-
year vehicle registration will receive a bill for the additional 
year(s). The new license plates, vehicles registration, and de-
cals will be mailed to all preorder applicants prior to the new 
plate's statewide availability. 

SEE PLATE CONTINUED ON PAGE 9 

https://www.riversideonline.com/patriotscolony/independent_living/index.cfm
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Military ID Card Notification 
Program  
 
This voluntary program is designed to 
help Chapter members and their 
dependent’s  to renew their ID cards in a 
timely fashion.  Once you and your  
dependents are enrolled,  you will be 
notified of your impending ID card 
expiration date in sufficient time for 
renewal prior to the expiration date. 
 
To enroll by mail:  make copies of the 
form below for each dependent and fill out 
the required information.  Mail to Military 
ID Card Notification Program, 
HRCMOAA,  PO Box 4612, Virginia 
Beach, VA 23454-0612. 
 
To enroll by email: visit our website, 
www.hrcmoaa.org and click on About Our 
Chapter and the ID Card Notification Pro-
gram link and follow the instructions. 
 
Note:  Over age 75 members, who are 
eligible uniform family members and 
survivors of deceased personnel are 
now eligible for Permanent Identifica-
tion Cards.  Apply within 90 days of 
expiration of current ID card. 

  
PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY---PLEASE USE A SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL 

(Cut along dotted line) 
........................................................................................................................................................................................ 
 

Name: ___________________________ ID CARD EXPIRE___________________ 
 (Last, First, MI)                                                               (Day, Month, Year) 

 
STREET ADDRESS: __________________________________________________ 

 
CITY, STATE, ZIP: ___________________________________________________ 

 
TELEPHONE: ________________________E-MAIL_________________________ 

      (Include area code) 
ALTERNATE CONTACT: ______________________RELATIONSHIP_________ 

 
STREET ADDRESS: __________________________________________________ 

 
CITY, STATE, ZIP: ___________________________________________________ 

 
TELEPHONE: _____________________ __E-MAIL_________________________ 

                            (Include area code) 
Please notify me of my ID card expiration by: Tel: ___ E-Mail____ Mail____ 

 
Signature and Date________________________________________ 

DISCLAIMER  The MOAA Newsletter is published bi-monthly by the Hampton Roads Chapter, Military Officers Association of America, 
P.O. Box 4612, Virginia Beach, VA 23454-0612 and is intended primarily for distribution to, and non-commercial use by, members and 
associates   of   the   Chapter   and   MOAA.  Editor: LCDR Aaron Zielinski, USN (Former).  Telephone 618-6945 and e-mail: 
hrcmoaa@gmail.com.  Permission for reproduction of locally-generated articles is hereby granted, with appropriate credit, to other MOAA 
chapters, or publications serving the military community,  active, reserve, or retired. 

 

The first way is for members to submit their donations online by utilizing 
the following website URL (Although the chapter is not an input on that 
page, MOAA will credit the contribution to the chapter utilizing your 
name and address):  https://ebiz.moaa.org/PersonifyEbusiness/
Default.aspx?TabId=171 

The second way is to submit a check, made out to the MOAA Scholar-
ship Fund and mail it to:  

MOAA Scholarship Fund  
PO Box 1824  
Merrifield, VA 22116-9917 

Note on your check that it is for the Hampton Roads Chapter ROTC 
Scholarship Fund. MOAA will continue to send receipts. 

A third way is to contribute directly from bequests, wills, trusts, or 
IRA’s.  The fund tax identification number is 54-1659039. By contrib-
uting from the Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) of a qualified 
IRA, the taxable IRA income can be reduced by the amount of the contri-
bution.  The contribution check must be marked as a charitable contribu-
tion. With the change in the tax laws last year, some of our members have 
found this method to be beneficial. For additional detail, it would be best 
to contact your IRA fund manager for specifics relating to your IRA. 

SCHOLARSHIP FROM PAGE 4 
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NAVY PLATE FROM PAGE 6 

Print this order form or click on form below for a fillable version online. 

Currently at #245 of the 450 preorders required by DMV. Get yours in NOW: we only have until the 
deadline of December 1st for 2020!  We only need 205 more preorders to present the plate to the General 
Assembly. This is an ongoing process until we reach at least the required 450 preorders. For email updates, 

sign up at the link below. Don’t wait until renewal is due, send yours in today*. 

https://www.navyplatevirginia.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/NAVY_VSA_10D_07-27-17.pdf
https://www.navyplatevirginia.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/NAVY_VSA_10D_07-27-17.pdf
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Surviving Spouse Corner:  Preparing for the Unpredictable 
By Gail Joyce, MOAA board member and co-chair of the Surviving Spouse Virtual Chapter  

 
Many women — and men — are blindsided by the death of a spouse, because 
couples rarely talk about the inevitable.  
  
When you are at your most vulnerable, you must make choices that will have an 
enduring impact. Should the body be cremated or preserved? What type of ser-
vice and where will it be held? Will he or she be buried in a hometown family 
plot or in a national cemetery many miles away? 
  
To be better prepared for these difficult decisions, take time to have that im-
portant conversation with your spouse and your children about death and what 
happens after death. This conversation is a gift of love that each member of a 
marriage or family makes to the other.  

  
 

Resources are available on MOAA.org and other websites that will help you have those conversations and make planning for the 
unknown perhaps a little easier. Find out who your local veteran service officer is, get to know them before you really need 
them, and then make sure they are the first on your list to contact.  

 Ask your chapter to schedule at least one meeting each year where these issues are discussed. MOAA, the Surviving Spouse 
Advisory Council, and your surviving spouse liaison can provide members with a wealth of information. 
  
Steps to take: 

 Encourage members and spouses to talk to each other about end-of-life issues and ways to prepare. 

 Prepare and organize important documents (such as DD Form 214, wills, living will, durable power of attorney, insur-
ance policies, birth/marriage certificates, passwords, insurance policies, bank account and investment information). 

 Make sure utilities are in both names. 

 Open a credit card account in your name. 

 Establish eligibility for burial in a VA National Cemetery. 

 Make a list of helpful resources, including MOAA, the VA, AARP.org, Military OneSource, MOAA Minnesota Chapter 
“The Day After Calls,” MOAA’s Surviving Spouse Virtual Chapter, and MOAA’s Surviving Spouses and Friends Face-
book group. 

  
As spouse and surviving spouse, it is important you think about yourself and your survivors and the things they will need to 
know. Be prepared!  Click below or visit https://www.moaa.org/content/about-moaa/meet-our-leaders/surviving-spouse-advisory-
committee/surviving-spouse-corner/ for past Surviving Spouse Corner articles. 

Moyo Studio/Getty Images 

https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2019-news-articles/surviving-spouse-corner-surviving-spouse-virtual-chapter/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/moaa-publications/moaa-publications/
https://www.moaa.org/content/about-moaa/meet-our-leaders/surviving-spouse-advisory-council/
https://www.moaa.org/content/about-moaa/meet-our-leaders/surviving-spouse-advisory-council/
https://www.moaa.org/
https://www.va.gov/
https://www.aarp.org/
https://www.militaryonesource.mil/all-the-ways?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI--rYma_z6wIVwdSzCh0XGwR8EAAYASAAEgICYfD_BwE
https://www.mcmoaa.org/files/MCMOAA-Day-After-Calls.pdf
https://www.mcmoaa.org/files/MCMOAA-Day-After-Calls.pdf
mailto:mssvc@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/581427115240904/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/581427115240904/
https://www.moaa.org/content/about-moaa/meet-our-leaders/surviving-spouse-advisory-committee/surviving-spouse-corner/
https://www.moaa.org/content/about-moaa/meet-our-leaders/surviving-spouse-advisory-committee/surviving-spouse-corner/
https://www.moaa.org/content/about-moaa/meet-our-leaders/surviving-spouse-advisory-committee/surviving-spouse-corner/
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Dear members of the Hampton Roads Chapter of MOAA, 
In consideration of the ongoing issues with COVID-19 
coronavirus, and wanting to ensure we employ every cau-
tion to protect the health and welfare of our chapter mem-
bership, all Hampton Roads Chapter of MOAA events 
scheduled in the near term have been cancelled.  Addi-
tionally, we will not schedule any events until the con-
cerns regarding COVID-19 in our local area have subsid-
ed.  We do not want to put any of our members at risk.  
If you have any questions at all regarding this message or 
any of our chapter events, please feel free to contact 
HRCMOAA Chapter President, CAPT Loren Heckelman, 
USN (ret) directly at Loren.Heckelman@cox.net or via 
phone at 757-646-6448. 
 
Thank you for your understanding. 

 
New Members 

CAPT Michael D. Walls, USN (RET)  
 

Renewing Members 
LT Robert W. Koch, USN (RET) 

LCDR Richard E. Helm, USN (RET) 
CAPT Derek T. Anderson, USN (RET) 

CWO4 Jerry L. Crick, USN (RET) 
Col Dennis M. Arinello, USMC (RET) 
Lt Col Michael E. Phelps, USAF (RET) 

CAPT Patricia A. McFadden, USN (RET) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CWO4 John Stuedemann, USN (RET) 
CDR John M. Barry, USN (RET) 

LCDR Gordon W. Mathewson, USN (RET) 
Mrs. Lucy Oldfield 

2020 

mailto:Loren.Heckelman@cox.net
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Click on the above form to renew online (or print and mail) 

 
 

 
In short, the personal political beliefs of a MOAA leader are prohibited when  speaking on behalf of MOAA. View the entire 
guidance on MOAA Non Partisan Policy  here: MOAA Non Partisan Policy (https://www.moaa.org/content/about-moaa/
moaa-guidance-on-partisan-political-activities/) 
 
Closing 
 
The MOAA Online Action Center is located at: Take Action (https://takeaction.moaa.org/moaa/?0) 
 
The three primary sections are: take action, contact your representatives and  key bills. At your home computer or portable 
device, the MOAA legislative action center remains a safe manner to connect with our elected officials, and view a legisla-
tive  affairs status check, anywhere, anytime.  
 
 

LEGISLATIVE FROM PAGE 5 

http://hrcmoaa.org/join.shtml
https://www.moaa.org/content/about-moaa/moaa-guidance-on-partisan-political-activities/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=TMNsend&utm_content=NC+AFHRM+1+ERet+L+NC
https://takeaction.moaa.org/moaa/?0
http://hrcmoaa.org/join.shtml
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MEMBERSHIP ALERT 
If the date on your mailing label shows 2019, your dues 
expired in December 2019.  Please complete the member-
ship renewal form on page 11.  You may contact COL 
Larry King, USMC-Ret. at 650-1086, Membership Chair.  
Rather than recycling your newsletter, please consider 
sharing your copy with a prospective member. 


